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The study of Matthew



Matthew 6:1-4

1 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 

them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when 

you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. 

Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.



Matthew 6:5-8

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 

the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, 

close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on 

babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 

8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.



Matthew 6:9-15

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give 

us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. ’ 14 For 

if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not 

forgive your sins.



“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 5:20



What the Right Kind of Righteousness looks like

1. Not self-seeking but God-pleasing.
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The Lord’s Prayer



The Lord’s Prayer What it is about

“Our Father in Heaven” Connecting with the Father who loves us

“Hallowed be Your Name” To cultivate a sense of worship and adoration for the Lord 

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven."

Surrender to His will.

“Give us today our daily bread” Trusting Him to provide for our needs.

“And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors.”

A confession of our fallenness and a plea to transform our 
sinful hearts.

“And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one.”

Only God can help us to resist the temptations and ways 
of the world 



What the Right Kind of Righteousness looks like

1. Not self-seeking but God-pleasing.

2. Not mindless legalism but should lead to spiritual transformation.

3. Not about external appearances but the inner attitude.
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“The leaders and people are always so welcoming and friendly, and it made a reserved 
person like me feel more at home. Through the months, every worship service became a 
time where I could truly experience God, and I have always found that I could bring my 
true and authentic self with all its brokenness in surrender to Him.” 
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“The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

1 Samuel 16:7
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2. Not mindless legalism but should lead to spiritual transformation.
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Implications for us

1. Surrender our pride.

2. Guard the best of our intentions.

3. Entrust our need for affirmation.



Reflection

1. Have we been faithful in the practice of our spiritual disciplines?

2. Which areas do we need God to deal with us (i.e. surrender, guarding, 

entrusting)?
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